SPEECHES

alone will you be able to restore this great nation. In
Bengal it has been realised clearly by some, more
clearly by others, but it has been realised and you on
this side of the country must also realise it. Then there
will be a blessing on our wrork, and this great nation
will rise again and become once more what it was in
the days of its spiritual greatness. You are the ins-
truments of God to save the Light, to save the spirit
of India from lasting obscuration and abasement. Let
me tell you what it is that has happened in Bengal.
You all know what Bengal used to be; you all know
that 'Bengali5 used to be a term of reproach among
the nations: when people spoke of Bengal, with what
feelings did they speak of it? Was it with feelings of
respect? Was it with feelings of admiration? You know
very well wrhat people of other countries used to say of
the Bengali. You know well what you yourselves used
to say of the Bengali. Do you think that now? If any-
body had told you that Bengal would come forward
as the saviour of India, how many of you would have
believed it? You would have said, "No. The saviour of
India cannot be Bengal; it may be Maharashtra: it
may be the Punjab; but it will not be Bengal; the idea
is absurd." What has happened then? What has
caused this change? What has made the Bengali so
different from his old self? One thing has happened
in Bengal, and it is this that Bengal is learning to
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